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A drawing of the ‘Petit Équatorial Coudé’ (Small Coudé Equatorial) at the Paris Observatory.  This novel telescope 
was designed by Maurice Lœwy (1833–1907), an astronomer at the Observatory (and its Director from 1896), and 
was constructed in 1882.  It featured a 27-cm diameter objective made by Paul and Prosper Henry and a mounting 
fabricated by Paul Gautier.  Another astronomer at the Paris Observatory was Charles Nordmann (1881–1940), and 
in 1910 he and Pierre Salet used this telescope to carry out 3-colour photometry on 52 stars.  Nordmann was one of 
the pioneers of multicolour stellar photometry, and his research is described by James Lequeux on pages 207-219 in 
this issue of JAH2.  The Petit Équatorial Coudé was eventually dismantled in 1971-1972.  This cover image was 
kindly provided by the Bibliothèque de l’Observatoire de Paris. 


