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The Journal of Astronomical History and Heritage (JAHH) was founded by John Perdrix and Wayne Orchiston in 
1998, and since 2007 has been produced three times yearly, now in April, August and December.  It features review 
papers, research papers, short communications, correspondence, IAU reports and book reviews.   
 

Papers on all aspects of astronomical history are considered, including studies that place the evolution of astronomy 
in political, economic and cultural contexts.  Papers on astronomical heritage may deal with historic telescopes and 
observatories, conservation projects (including the conversion of historic observatories into museums of astronomy), 
and historical or industrial archaeological investigations of astronomical sites and buildings.  All papers are refereed 
prior to publication.  There are no page charges, and in lieu of reprints authors are sent a pdf or Word camera-ready 
version of their paper so that they can generate their own reprints on demand.  
 

The JAHH has its own dedicated web site at: https://www.jahh.org.  This site includes guidelines for paper 
submission, our ethics and malpractice statement, impact factors, and access to back issues. 
 

Prospective contributors should read the ‘Guide for Authors’ on our web site and carefully follow these guidelines 
when preparing manuscripts.  Papers should be submitted online, or if you don't have access to email they should be 
posted to:   

Professor Wayne Orchiston  
Editor, Journal of Astronomical History and Heritage 
523 Moo 1, Soi Ban Cholae, Mae Taeng, 
Chiang Mai 50150, Thailand.  

 

Book reviews should be sent to Dr Clifford Cunningham (Cliff.Cunningham@usq.edu.au). 
 

The JAHH is an open access electronic journal, and is published by the National Astronomical Research Institute of 
Thailand (NARIT).  All content back to Vol. 1 (1998) may be downloaded free of charge from the Journal’s web site 
(www.jahh.org), the NARIT web (http://www.narit.or.th/en/index.php/jahh) or the SAO/NASA Astrophysics Data 
System site (http://bit.ly/1bMwxBr) and its 11 mirror sites around the world.  The electronic version of the journal will 
continue to be produced three times a year (nominally in April, August and December) and posted on these web 
sites.  Those who want a hard copy may print it out or have it done by their local printers.  For this reason a single 
pdf of each entire issue (including the cover) is available on the NARIT site. 
 

For all enquiries, email the Editor (wayne.orchiston@gmail.com).   
 

The views and opinions expressed in this Journal are not necessarily those of the Editors or the Editorial Board.   
 

COVER IMAGE 
 

This is a chromolithograph by A.D. Willis from a painting by the well-known British-born New Zealand artist Charles 
Blomfield of Mount Tarawera in full eruption late on the night of 9–10 June 1886.  Mount Tarawera is a 1111-m high 
volcano in the centre of the North Island near the well-known city of Rotorua, a major geothermal tourist attraction.  
Blomfield did not see the eruption himself, which killed about 120 people, but based his painting on eye-witness 
accounts.  Most of those who died were Māoris living in settlements on or near the shores of Lake Tarawera, and 
some years later the ethnologist Elsdon Best was told that about the time of the eruption a comet was visible in the 
sky, just as a comet also was seen before the siege of Te Tapiri Pa in 1865, which also was associated with Māori 
fatalities.  On pages 521–535 in this issue of JAHH, Wayne Orchiston and John Drummond identify the comets 
associated with these two catastrophies.  Since the Māori traditionally identified comets with death and destruction, 
Orchiston and Drummond also examine accounts of other impressive naked-eye comets that were seen in southern 
skies during the New Zealand Wars of 1860–1872 and the infamous Parihaka Campaign in 1881 to see how many 
of them also were associated with disasters.  
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