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The Journal of Astronomical History and Heritage (JAHH) was founded by John Perdrix and Wayne Orchiston in 
1998, and since 2007 has been produced three times yearly, now in April, August and December.  It features review 
papers, research papers, short communications, correspondence, IAU reports and book reviews.   
 

Papers on all aspects of astronomical history are considered, including studies that place the evolution of astronomy 
in political, economic and cultural contexts.  Papers on astronomical heritage may deal with historic telescopes and 
observatories, conservation projects (including the conversion of historic observatories into museums of astronomy), 
and historical or industrial archaeological investigations of astronomical sites and buildings.  All papers are refereed 
prior to publication.  There are no page charges, and in lieu of reprints authors are sent a pdf or Word camera-ready 
version of their paper so that they can generate their own reprints on demand.  
 

The JAHH has its own dedicated web site at: https://www.jahh.org.  This site includes guidelines for paper 
submission, our ethics and malpractice statement, impact factors, and access to back issues. 
 

Prospective contributors should read the „Guide for Authors‟ on our web site and carefully follow these guidelines 
when preparing manuscripts.  Papers should be submitted online, or if you don't have access to email they should be 
posted to:   

Professor Wayne Orchiston  
Editor, Journal of Astronomical History and Heritage 
523 Moo 1, Soi Ban Cholae, Mae Taeng, 
Chiang Mai 50150, Thailand.  

 

Book reviews should be sent to Dr Clifford Cunningham (Cliff.Cunningham@usq.edu.au). 
 

The JAHH is an open access electronic journal, and is published by the National Astronomical Research Institute of 
Thailand (NARIT).  All content back to Vol. 1 (1998) may be downloaded free of charge from the Journal‟s web site 
(www.jahh.org), the NARIT web (http://www.narit.or.th/en/index.php/jahh) or the SAO/NASA Astrophysics Data 
System site (http://bit.ly/1bMwxBr) and its 11 mirror sites around the world.  The electronic version of the journal will 
continue to be produced three times a year (nominally in April, August and December) and posted on these web 
sites.  Those who want a hard copy may print it out or have it done by their local printers.  For this reason a single 
pdf of each entire issue (including the cover) is available on the NARIT site. 
 

For all enquiries, email the Editor (wayne.orchiston@gmail.com).   
 

The views and opinions expressed in this Journal are not necessarily those of the Editors or the Editorial Board.   
 

COVER IMAGE 
 

This shows a Persian painting that is in the Theodore M. Davis Collection in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New 
York.  Titled “Two Old Men in Discussion Outside a Hut”, the painting was signed by Alī Qulī Jubbahdār, a prominent 
seventeenth century Persian painter, and it lists a date of 1085 (in the Islamic Calendar; which equates to a date of 
CE 1674‒1675).  The scene has two men, probably astronomers, discussing the sky, where there is what looks like 
a comet, or a fireball with a long trail.  When the painting was catalogued the celestial object was identified as a 
comet, but as Ramesh Kapoor points out in his paper on pages 273‒293 in this issue of JAHH there was no notable 
naked eye comet recorded in that year.  Ramesh therefore considers whether the object in question may be a bright 
meteor, or a bolide.  Although this is possible, he believes it is more likely that the artist intended to depict a comet, 
and one that he had seen earlier and clearly remembered.  A possible candidate would be the Great Comet of 1668 
(C/1668 E1).  This reached maximum magnitude (between 1 and 2) on 8 March, and later that month its tail had 
grown to more than 30°, so it certainly was an impressive naked eye object. 
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